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KERRY JOHNS

The paintings in this booklet were shown in solo exhibitions at Chapman Gallery
Canberra, Charles Hewitt Gallery Sydney and Form Studio and Gallery Queanbeyan.

Over this time two differing landscapes have taken on the proportions of the iconic
in my mind—that of the light filled coastal forest of Rosedale headland, and the broad
sweep of settled countryside around Braidwood and Canberra.

For me painting landscape is a relational exploration, using the fundamental elements of
visual structure (colour, tone, space, rhythm and a flat surface) to find personal meaning
out of a strong sense of place. This is a relational search both in terms of paint language
and in discovering the ‘inner significance’ of landscape.

This significance is often made manifest through the shifting spatial relations within
the painting. Pictorial space becomes ambiguous and the ground shifts as positive
and negative become negotiable. This suggests a more integrated position within the
landscape for the viewer than that of traditional perspective.

Opposing principles of spontaneity and deliberation are also important in my practice.
The freedom of a brushed or dripped surface may seem at variance with the considered
tonal relationship beside it, but used together they may reflect something about reality—
the understanding that both impulses are necessary in life.

My paintings are formed out of a process in which uncertainty and intuitive exploration
of the subject and the language are determining factors. My intention is to translate
through aesthetic means the forms of nature into a subjective and sensual reality.

To look at a painting is to read a visual and plastic language, and what we seek in art
is the poetic conviction in its internal resolution, even without much knowledge of the
syntax. This search is the reason art is boundless and why | continue to make paintings.




Clouded 2011 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Cold Country 2012 acrylic on canvas 100 x 125¢cm




Braidwood Road Leaf

2011 acrylic on canvas 60 x 60cm



Clouds, Stones 2012 acrylic on canvas 100 x 125cm




Sunlit City 2011 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Floating Redlisation 2011 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Cloud Encounters 2013 acrylic on canvas 80 x 70cm



Valley 2012 acrylic on canvas 100 x 125cm




Pretty Point 2012 acrylic on canvas 90 x | 10cm




Stand of Trees 2011 acrylic on canvas 120 x 150cm




Monaro Skyfield 2012 acrylic on canvas 100 x 125cm



Rain Hills 2012 acrylic on canvas 100 x 125cm




Settled Country 2013 acrylic on canvas 80 x 70cm



Wind and Shadows 2013 acrylic on canvas 90 x 100cm




Sentinels 2013 acrylic on canvas 102 x 122cm




2013 acrylic on canvas 102 x 122cm

Gathered Form



Formation 2011 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Forest Conjunction 2013 acrylic on canvas 102 x 122cm




Rift Valley 2013 acrylic on canvas 100 x |25¢cm




Coming Home 2013 acrylic on canvas 105 x 135cm




Deep Forest 2012 acrylic on canvas 80 x 70cm



Manna Gum Forest 2012 acrylic on canvas 105 x |35cm




Inner Pink 2014 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Scope 2014 acrylic on canvas 90 x | 10cm




Bright Order of Things 2014 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Three White Trees 2014 acrylic on canvas 90 x | 10cm



Close Encounter 2015 acrylic on canvas 80 x 95cm



Interplay 2014 acrylic on canvas 90 x | |0cm




o 4

L &)
- W ._

o

o e
o
= -
ol =
v
)
.'?", i
4




\.:‘ \ d
| ‘}4' /

’   > }‘ /g

' .“ l' I

" .||*=’ ”ﬂl’ﬂM |
A

\H

i

fx' ' ‘
“ li "W 1 r;m i
mm': e ‘“"‘ M i 411 tll\llﬂ““ '| ll|h |||lm ‘h]

Forest Passag eZ2 2015 acrylicon canvas 75 x 90cm
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Forest Within 2015 acrylic on canvas 100 x 125cm



Colourfield 2014 acrylic on canvas 80 x 70cm



